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The Center for Education, Imagination and the Natural World

Dear Reader,

Last spring, I came across an article in Orion magazine by Robert MacFarlane that evoked deep sadness and a 
felt sense of  loss.  He refers to the new edition of  the Oxford Junior Dictionary, published in 2007:

A sharp-eyed reader noticed that there had been a culling of  words concerning nature. Under pressure, 
Oxford University Press revealed a list of  the entries it no longer felt to be relevant to a modern-day 
childhood. The deletions included acorn, adder, ash, beech, bluebell, buttercup, catkin, conker, cowslip, cygnet, dan-
delion, fern, hazel, heather, heron, ivy, kingfisher, lark, mistletoe, nectar, newt, otter, pasture, and willow. The words 
introduced to the new edition included attachment, block-graph, blog, broadband, bullet-point, celebrity, chatroom, 
committee, cut-and-paste, MP3 player, and voice-mail.1

Here, before our very eyes, we see the “soul loss” that Thomas Berry spoke of  as the human child becomes 
increasingly deprived of  a bond of  intimacy with the natural world.   As we have watched the children come 
toward us over the years, we see this deprivation firsthand.  We also see the restorative effects of  our eco-contem-
plative ways of  bringing the children into relationship with a world of  wonder, beauty and intimacy.  

Reflecting on our work with the children from Title I schools, our Director of  Children’s Programs, Sandy 
Bisdee, wrote:

During the earth walks the children often behave as if  they have entered a brand new world where every little thing is 
mysterious and possible.  It is clear that they have entered unfamiliar territory.  Most of  them do not know what an acorn 
is. Crumpled brown leaves are beautiful beyond measure.  Our eco-contemplative practices slowly open their senses to the 
beautiful world engulfing them.  

Walking barefoot on the soft green moss, beholding a special leaf, showing their partner something beautiful without using 
words, and listening to the sounds of  nature with eyes closed slowly peel away the layers of  angst, apathy and barriers that 
have prevented them from enjoying nature and replace them with the wonder of  a living universe.

Please consider becoming a Friend of the Center by making a donation today.  All Friends of the Center receive 
two issues of our newsletter, Chrysalis, per year.  To donate online, go to our website at www.beholdnature.org or 
send your check, payable to CEINW, to:

CEINW
P. O. Box 41108
Greensboro, NC  27404

We deeply appreciate your support of our work!

Center for Education, Imagination and The Natural World
P.O. Box 41108
Greensboro, NC  27404
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1 Robert MacFarlane, “Landspeak,” Orion (April 2015), https://orionmagazine.org/article/landspeak/
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I wish that my readers could see what I have seen 
and feel what I have felt at the end of  each day. It 
is an evolution of  an inner and outer journey and of  
meeting oneself  and the world.   It is hard to put into 
words the sights of  loving interactions and communion 
with earth, the profound moments of  rare silence, the 
peaceful countenances of  the children’s faces while in 
quiet contemplation, exuberance in the fresh air, the 
spaciousness of  each moment and the freed imagina-
tions that we experience every day in the presence of  
these children. 

Thomas Berry once said that “we have gone 
stark raving mad” in our dissociations and disloca-
tions from Earth, our common home.  And now, 
even in our dictionaries for children, we perpetuate 
this madness and substitute words for a living con-
nection to earth with words for a technological con-
nection to virtual reality for the children.

Our eco-contemplative practices for children and 
for adults with children in their care are, we are told, 
a rare gift to the world, not often found elsewhere.  
Experiences of  communion and deep connection to 
the earth and universe are not easily measured, cannot 
be tested, and don’t readily find a place in the checklist 
of  educational skills and standards.  They fall outside 
the box of  an educational system oriented to prepar-
ing children for the marketplace.

They are, however, for those with eyes to see and 
ears to hear, preparing children for a deep sense of  
belonging to a sacred earth community.  They are 
connecting children to Source and inviting children 
to take their place in a living world-creative process.  
They are providing touchstones for the children of  
what is whole and worthwhile in life.  They are put-
ting children in touch with what is REAL as opposed 
to what is virtual, thereby activating the core of  moral 
imagination that lives deeply within every child. 

Llewellyn Vaughn-Lee, in his book Spiritual 
Ecology: The Cry of  the Earth, captures the urgency of  
this work we are doing with the children:

As the world grows more and more out of  bal-
ance, we urgently need to regain a relationship 
with the planet based upon the understanding 
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We invite you to join us for an eco-contemplative experience of  the earth in Winter.  Our day will open with a poetry 
reading and then move into solo time on Timberlake trails – time for beholding, time for coming into attunement 
with the inner qualities of  Winter. Hot soup, bread and salad will be ready for you at noon.  After lunch, we will make 
wisdom journals inspired by our morning earth walks.  Our day ends by revisiting the poet’s song.

Presence to Living Earth in Spring
With Andrew Levitt

Date:   Sunday, April 24, 2016
Time:  2:00 pm – 5:00 pm

Place:  The Treehouse, Timberlake Earth Sanctuary
1501 Rock Creek Dairy Rd.

Whitsett, NC 27377
Cost: $50

“My worship is a blue sky and ten thousand crickets in the deep wet hay of  the field.  
My vow is the silence under their song.”

~Thomas Merton

After the inbreathing of  the earth in Winter, our souls expand with the outbreathing of  the earth in Spring.  Eco-
contemplative experiences can open us to the inner qualities of  this season of  outbreath and awakening.  

We invite you to join us for an eco-contemplative experience of  earth in Spring.  Our day will open with a poetry 
reading and then move into solo time on Timberlake trails – time for beholding, time for coming into attunement 
with the inner qualities of  Spring, time to write our own poetry of  nature.  A poem can be a prayer, a song, a medita-
tion, a question, a description, a laugh, a cry, a rant, a sigh.  It is always a gesture to and of  the world.  We invite you 
to stay awake in your senses and be as present as you can be until the words enter from a deeper way of  listening.  
At day’s end, we’ll return to the Treehouse for light refreshments and sharing our poems around the circle.

Marnie Weigel is an eco-contemplative artist who enjoys knitting, making pottery, journals, and jewelry. She has 
recently collaborated with YoungDoo Carey on a year long project, moon & ocean, that can be viewed on their 
website moonocean.bigcartel.com.

Andrew Levitt is a nature poet, performance artist and author of  All the Scattered Leaves of  the Universe:  Journey 
and Vision in Dante’s Divine Comedy and the Work of  Thomas Berry. 

To register for Presence to Living Earth, go to http://www.beholdnature.org/livingearth.php
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of  the world as a sacred and living whole, and to reclaim a consciousness that is centered in that under-
standing.  Only if  we redeem the problem at the root can we hope to heal and come back into balance with 
our environment.2 

Ours is a “root” work that cultivates a relationship between children, educators and the earth as a living 
whole–a work deeply devoted to restoring the balance that is so urgently needed in our time.

Since the Center’s beginnings in 2000, educators, naturalists, therapists, parents and others with children in 
their care have gathered in listening circles to consider how we might recover the inner vision of  a society in har-
mony with nature and explore in co-presence our unique roles and voices in creating a reciprocity of  care between 
human beings and the natural world.  In 2011, the Center published Only the Sacred:  Transforming Education in the 
Twenty-first Century, a collection of  essays by 27 educators who have been part of  this process. 
 

This fall, the process deepens as we announce our new Emergence Series of  publications, authored by gradu-
ates of  the Center’s Inner Life of  the Child in Nature program:

 Opening Forgotten Sanctuaries:  Recognizing Education as Sacred Encounter by Clay Lerner

 I am You, You are Me: The Interrelationship of  Self, Spirituality and the Natural World in
                   Childhood by Colette Segalla.

 All the Scattered Leaves of  the Universe:  Journey and Vision in Dante’s Divine Comedy and the
                   Work of  Thomas Berry by Andrew Levitt.

Each is a deep and profound offering to the conversation that has been forming through the Inner Life of  the 
Child in Nature program for the past ten years.  You will sense this depth as you read descriptions of  the books 
in this issue of  Chrysalis, pp. 12-14.

Also in the issue is a talk I was privileged to give to a joint gathering of  religious leaders from Environmental 
Stewardship Greensboro and North Carolina Interfaith Power and Light on November 8, 2015.  As a recipient of  
the Greensboro Public Library’s Thomas Berry Award in 2007, the Center, along with other recipients, was invited 
to share thoughts on the question, “What would Thomas Berry say to the World Climate Summit in Paris?”

You will find within these pages a new program for adults, “Presence to Living Earth,” and a new program 
for children, “Empathetic Listening,” alongside our signature programs for children.  And, on page 14, this year’s 
beautiful honor card.

May this season of  beauty fill your heart with joy and wonder.

In Peace,

Peggy Whalen-Levitt,
Director

2 Llewellyn Vaughn-Lee, Spiritual Ecology (Point Reyes, CA: The Golden Sufi Center, 2013), 246.

Programs for Adults

Presence to Living Earth 

“We still have little understanding of  the spiritual dimension within the natural world, or how our indi-
vidual soul relates to the larger dimension of  the world soul (what the ancients called the anima mundi)… 
Instead we are caught within a contemporary consciousness that focuses on the individual self, no lon-
ger even aware of  our deep bond to the sacred within creation.”1

~ Llewellyn Vaughan-Lee

Please join us for a contemplative experience of  the cycle of  the year through a series of  seasonal retreats that 
offer an opportunity to step beyond the confinement of  the contemporary individual self  into an awareness of  
our deep bond to the sacred within creation.

Each of  our retreats creates an opening to the inner quality of  what we see and hear in the temporal rhythms of  
the year.  Through contemplative participation in the yearly cycle, an awareness of  the inner reality of  the seasons 
arises within us and can be brought to expression through the eco-contemplative arts.

Presence to Living Earth in Winter
With Marnie Weigel and Andrew Levitt

Date:   Saturday, January 9, 2016
Time:  10:00 am – 3:00 pm

Place:  The Treehouse, Timberlake Earth Sanctuary
1501 Rock Creek Dairy Rd.

Whitsett, NC 27377
Cost: $75 (includes lunch and materials)

“As the cold weather closes in, so the soul is led to more reflective depths.”
~ Caitlin Matthews

The winter months are a time to turn inward and listen, from the depths of  the soul, for what resonates with 
the inner activity of  Earth. Eco-contemplative experiences can open us to the inner qualities of  this season 
of  inbreath and descent.

1 Llewellyn Vaughan-Lee, Spiritual Ecology: The Cry of  the Earth (Point Reyes, CA: The Golden Sufi Center, 2013), 143.
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“If We See the Aurora, 
the Children, Hopefully, Will See the Dawn”

(The following talk was given by Center Director, Peggy Whalen-Levitt, to a joint gathering of  religious leaders from 
Environmental Stewardship Greensboro and North Carolina Interfaith Power and Light on November 8, 2015 at Haw River 
State Park in Brown’s Summit, NC.  As a recipient of  the Greensboro Public Library’s Thomas Berry Award in 2007, the 
Center, along with other recipients, was invited to share thoughts on the question, “What would Thomas Berry say to the World 
Climate Summit in Paris?”)

We gather together today in the same spirit with which the Peruvian Secretary General of  the UN, Javier 
Pérez de Cuéllar, called together the spiritual community of  the earth in 1990:

In his address to the world’s scientists, politicians and spiritual leaders at the Global Forum (in 1990) 
he (dramatized) the urgency of  (the earth) situation when he called for fundamental changes in soci-
etal attitudes.  In his words, ‘For that change, we need to draw, not only upon the intellectual, but also 
the spiritual resources of  the world community.’1

Heeding that call, Noel Brown, Director of  the UN Environment Programme, convened the spiritual 
leaders of  the world to create the first Environmental Sabbath at the UN.  As they worked together they cre-
ated a small booklet called Only One Earth, which included a Universal Prayer co-created by NGOs represent-
ing the wisdom traditions of  the world.  In his opening letter for that booklet, Noel Brown wrote:

1 Noel Brown, Opening Letter, Only One Earth (NY: UN Environment Programme, 1990).

Thomas Berry Summer Programs for Children
June 23-26, 2016:  Ages 10-14
9:30 am – 3:00 pm
Place: Timberlake Earth Sanctuary
1501 Rock Creek Dairy Road, Whitsett, NC
Group size:  12
Cost:  $250 per child

Inspired by the vision of  Thomas Berry, our summer programs for children provide a unique opportunity for 
a small group of  12 children to make a deep personal connection to the natural world within the meadows, 
creeks, gardens and forests of  a 165-acre earth sanctuary. Earth walks and creek walking are daily sources of  
joy and inspiration.  Within the peace and beauty of  Timberlake Earth Sanctuary, new eyes and ears awaken as 
the children create expressions out of  their experiences with the earth.  Clay, papermaking, nature journaling 
and Native American flute are some of  the eco-contemplative arts that enliven the rhythm of  our days.

Led by:

Director of  Children’s Programs, Sandy Bisdee, completed her Association Montessori International (AMI) 
Teaching Certificate in 1979. A born naturalist and Native American flute player, Sandy has developed the 
Center’s eco-contemplative practices for children since 2005. She completed her certification in the North 
Carolina Environmental Education Certification Program in 2009. Sandy brings to her work a lifetime of  
loving children and of  loving the earth and of  finding ways to bring the two together!

Marnie Weigel is an eco-contemplative artist who enjoys knitting, making pottery, journals, and jewelry. Her 
creations are inspired by her reflections in silence and beholding in the natural world. She received a BA in 
Environmental Studies from Warren Wilson College in the beautiful Swannanoa Valley in Western, North 
Carolina in 1995 and an AAS in Professional Crafts: Clay from Haywood Community College in 2000.  She 
has recently collaborated with YoungDoo Carey on a year long project, moon & ocean, that can be viewed 
on their website moonocean.bigcartel.com.

`We are touched by what we touch, shaped by what we shape,
enhanced by what we enhance.”

~Thomas Berry



Fall 2015Fall 201516 5ChrysalisChrysalis

Clearly, this is a vital and auspicious moment for Humanity to reassert our compassion, care and 
respect for our Earth.  Thanks to the perspective provided from space, we are now able to conceive 
the Planet as a whole – and ourselves as a global species, with a shared inheritance and a common 
responsibility.  We need now, however, to infuse that vision with a genuine sense of  affection, opti-
mism and hope, and to this end, we invite our religious and spiritual leaders to join us in this quest, 
regardless of  the community we represent.

In this connection, we invite you to inspire anew our shared responsibility to care for the soil, water 
and air which sustain life, and the many living creatures which manifest life in all its variety and glory, 
as you speak of  our mutual home – our Earth.2

On the Advisory Board for this collaborative work was Father Thomas Berry of  the Riverdale Center 
for Religious Research.  Thomas mentored the writing of  the Universal Prayer that we will be reading at the 
end of  our time together today.

And so we gather today, some twenty-five years later, on the cusp of  the UN Climate Change Conference 
in Paris in December 2015, to ask, “What would Thomas Berry say to us today?” 

We opened with a reading of  “The North American Continent” to bring the voice of  Thomas Berry into 
the room:

… we come here as pilgrims to this continent
to beg a blessing from its mountains and valleys
and from all their inhabitants.  We beg a blessing
that will heal us of  the responsibility
for what we have done,
a blessing that will give us the guidance
and the healing that we need.

For we can never bring a healing
to this continent until we are first
blessed and first healed by this continent.

To make ourselves worthy of  this blessing
is the task to which we dedicate ourselves
in these opening years of  the 21st century,
that all the children of  Earth
might walk serenely into the future
as a single sacred community.3

Thomas offers us guidance to come as pilgrims, to lower our voices and beg a blessing as we meet 
together today – to beg a blessing from the air that we breathe and from the sky above – a blessing from the 
wind and the rain, from the parched land and the flooded valleys. 

Empathetic Listening
9:30 am – 1:30 pm
Place:  Timberlake Earth Sanctuary
1501 Rock Creek Dairy Road, Whitsett, NC
Grades 4-8 (maximum 24 children)
Cost:  $250 per class ( bring a bag lunch)

Our children live in a fast-paced, competitive and high-tech world, in a culture where continuous partial attention 
and multi-tasking are becoming the norm. Are we losing our ability to truly listen to each other? Do we carry 
an attitude of  respect that allows us to listen to the meaning and feeling that come through another’s words?

The “Empathetic Listening” program engages children in a practice of  deep listening to each other and to the 
natural world.  The program begins with an introduction to empathetic listening, a way of  listening that cre-
ates mutual understanding, trust and respect. Can we learn to listen without judgement? Can we listen without 
interrupting? Can we reflect back what we think we have heard? Can we sense the feelings behind the words? 
These are some of  the practices that children have an opportunity to explore together in pre-selected pairs.

During the second half  of  the program, the children are invited to listen deeply to the natural world during a 
solo writing time in their own special sit spot within a beautiful earth sanctuary. They are invited to become 
still, to deeply notice the place where they are sitting. What makes this particular landscape special and 
unique? What are you hearing in your special place? What might nature reveal to you? In the rare experience 
of  silence, a voice begins to emerge, their own, inspired by the wonders of  nature.

Our highly experienced staff  members carry an attitude of  deep respect for all life. We seek always to embody 
new ways of  listening to nature and to each other, ways that are respectful, reverential and relational.

The Poetry of Nature
9:30 am – 1:30 pm
Place: Timberlake Earth Sanctuary
1501 Rock Creek Dairy Road, Whitsett, NC
Grades 6 – 12 (maximum 24 children)
Cost:  $250 per class (bring a bag lunch)

“Whoever you are, no matter how lonely, the world offers itself  to your imagination, calls to you like the 
wild geese, harsh and exciting – over and over announcing your place in the family of  things.”    

~ Mary Oliver

Poetry is a language of  deep seeing that reveals dimensions of  the world inaccessible to discursive thought, 
and so it is to poetry that we turn for our programs for middle school and high school students. Our Poetry 
of  Nature program is a passage through three landscapes in the natural world where students listen to a poem, 
are asked to be fully present to the place, the moment and the feelings and images that arise within them. At 
each site, students are invited to find a solo spot, enter into a practice of  presence, and record their inner ex-
periences through guided writing practices. The poems and landscapes are carefully chosen to resonate with 
one another. The day culminates in a poetry reading after lunch where each contribution is deeply connected 
to the student’s experience in nature and to his/her inner life. The students read poems, ask questions, and 
share reflections on the day and on their sense of  belonging to the natural world. This program taps a deep 
wellspring within young adults that rarely is accessed at school.

2 Noel Brown, Opening Letter, Only One Earth.
3 excerpt from Thomas Berry, “The North American Continent,” unpublished poem.
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In asking the question, “What would Thomas say,” we begin by invoking Thomas’s voice – a voice, not 
unlike the voice of  Bonaventure “that invites and inspires with a poetic clarity more than (it) declares or 
defines with any demanding certitude.”4

In this way, Thomas, by being who he was and speaking as he did, changed and transformed so many people 
by setting a tone for human consciousness.  He was a beautiful example of  “exemplary cause” – “of  someone…, 
just by being (who he) is, by being an example or model, ‘causes’ other things to happen as a result.”5 

Let us listen again to the voice of  Thomas Berry:

There is now a single issue before us: survival.  Not merely physical survival, but survival in a world 
of  fulfillment, survival in a living world, where the violets bloom in the springtime, where the stars 
shine down in all their mystery, survival in a world of  meaning.6

Here, we listen and we learn from Thomas’ voice how, as religious and spiritual leaders, we might respond 
to Noel Brown’s call to infuse our newfound planetary and global vision with “a genuine sense of  affection, 
optimism and hope.”  

Here, Thomas guides us to imagine a world of  fulfillment, a world of  meaning that goes beyond physical 
survival.  How often do we speak of  survival, of  climate change, in primarily physical terms, in terms of  
statistics and sustainability? Whenever Thomas spoke he was rearranging our imaginal world at its deepest 
level of  meaning.

Richard Rohr, in his book Eager to Love: The Alternative Way of  Francis of  Assisi, says that “mature spiri-
tuality, or wisdom, insists that we hold out for meaning instead of  settling for mere answers.”7 Thomas was 
always taking us there, was always holding out for meaning, was always helping us understand the human-
earth relationship in much larger frames than the literal and scientific frames we tend in our culture to see 
with, think with and act with.

Thomas knew that a vision of  final causes must be part of  our process as spiritual leaders by offering us 
images that are calling to us from the future.  He knew that the creative evolutionary process works through 
these images that pull us forward through attraction and allurement on the deepest level. 

In a beautiful essay entitled “Our Children: Their Future” that our Center published in a collection of  
essays, Only the Sacred, Thomas writes:

Our children need to understand the meaning and grandeur and sacredness of  the earth as revelatory 
of  the deep mysteries and meaning of  the world.  Rather than teaching them to disdain the natural 
world as unworthy of  their concern, it would be most helpful if  our religious traditions would move 

Families of the Forest
April 10, 2016
1:30 pm – 4:30 pm
Place: Timberlake Earth Sanctuary
1501 Rock Creek Dairy Road, Whitsett, NC
Group size: maximum 24 
Cost:  $15 per person 

The ever-accelerating pace of  change is leading families to a hurried existence that separates them from their 
connection to the Earth.  Join us for this family day at the earth sanctuary where we will gather around the fire 
circle, go on a guided earth walk and share our experiences from the day.

Awakening to Nature
9:30 am – 1:30 pm
Place: Timberlake Earth Sanctuary
1501 Rock Creek Dairy Road, Whitsett, NC
Grades K-5, maximum 24 children
Cost:  $250 per class (bring a bag lunch)

The Center’s “Awakening to Nature” programs are intended to foster reverence for the natural world, develop 
the inner capacity to attend to the world around you, and create a deep, personal connection with nature. The 
programs bring the inner lives of  children into a new relationship with the beauty, wonder and intimacy of  
the natural world.

“Awakening to Nature” programs begin in a circle where children are invited to slow down and make themselves 
at home in nature. Guided earth walks follow, led by experienced Earth Guides, with groups of  8 children. 
The small size of  the group and the “beholding” practices of  the Center enable the children to enter into a 
living and loving relationship with the natural world. Throughout the changing seasons, children are invited to 
enter into silence and experience the fullness of  each moment – to take in the sounds, the smells, the feel of  
the air, the colors and movements of  the world around them.

Children then return to the circle where they enjoy a bag lunch together. The day ends with a heartwarming 
circle of  reflection. The rhythm of  the day enables the children to assimilate their experiences and to enter 
into community together as they share what touched them about the day.

We are happy to adapt this program to the differing developmental needs of  children in grades Kindergarten-5.

We especially like to work with schools year after year so that the children can have sustained and meaningful 
connections with the natural world over time. From the returning children who have experienced our program 
over the course of  several years, we have learned how one day spent in our program has lived in their memories 
and in their hearts for a whole year in between visits. They remember the peaceful sounds of  the Native 
American Flute, the relationships with various creatures that they have encountered, the beauty of  nature, and 
our practices, especially our Behold practice. We have also learned how much the children appreciate being in 
an atmosphere of  peace and quiet.

4 Richard Rohr, Eager to Love: The Alternative Way of  Francis of  Assisi (Cincinatti: Franciscan Media, 2014), 172.
5 Rohr, Eager to Love, 248.
6 Thomas Berry, The Sacred Universe: Earth, Spirituality, and Religion in the Twenty-First Century (New York: Columbia Uni-
versity Press, 2009), 172.
7 Rohr, Eager to Love, 247.

Programs for Children and Families
To register or reserve dates for our children’s programs go to

http://www.beholdnature.org/programsforchildren.php
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toward a stronger emphasis on the glorious phenomena of  the universe about us as modes of  divine 
communication.8

And then he ends the piece with these words:

There is a certain truth in the expression:  “The Dream drives the Action”.  Among the greatest 
contributions we can make to our children is to assist them in their dreams of  a world of  pure air 
and water and sunlight and soil, where the company of  living beings would flourish as this has not 
happened in recent centuries.

As this country has often been the leader in the great industrial-technological experiment that has 
been taking place in these past two centuries and as this country has suffered severely from the dev-
astation consequent on the petrochemical period through which we are passing, so now we might 
well become the leaders in guiding the children of  the world toward this more splendid future that is 
presently in the making.  If  we see the aurora, they, hopefully, will see the dawn.9

What would Thomas Berry say to us about climate change?  He would tell us to assist the children in their 
dreams of  a world of  pure air and water and sunlight and soil – their dreams of  a world where the company 
of  living beings would flourish as this has not happened in recent centuries.  The Dream, he would tell us, 
drives the action and not the other way around.  If  we see the aurora, the children will hopefully see the dawn.

Aurora, we might remember, is the Roman goddess of  dawn, who renews herself  every morning and 
travels across the sky, announcing the arrival of  the sun.  Aurora is also the name for the shifting veils of  
ethereal color that glow in the sunless darkness of  the northern and southern night skies.  

Aurora takes us into the imaginal realm, where Thomas knew we must go if  we are to enter “a new cre-
ative period” for earth flourishing.  A place where our children must go if  they are to “activate…new forms 
of  delight in existence in the great variety of  human activities.”10

Listen to a fifteen-year-old as she goes there and returns:

The crackling fire spread a warm glow over our circle of  friends.  In the distance the cries and laughter of  children’s last 
few minutes of  play reminded me of  the pure joy of  innocence.  As the music of  their play gave way, the orchestra of  
night rose to a steady beat.  Crickets sang.  Frogs peeped.  Owls called.  The gathering dusk enveloped us in a blanket 
of  serenity.  The moon would not rise tonight.  Darkness would be all encompassing.

The reflection of  the fire set our eyes ablaze, providing confirmation that they are indeed windows into our depths.  The 
sense of  our bond became rekindled on that chilled evening.  As the smoke feathered through our hair and clung to our 
clothing, an invisible line was drawn, connecting us to each other.  As our ancestors had been drawn together around 
the fire for its warmth and light, we too gathered with a kinship and an inner flame we shared.

Honor Card

Artist Liz Levitt-Bradley has gifted the Center with a beautiful honor card this year. Each 5x7 card has a 
place for your name and the following message inside:

A gift has been made in your honor to the

Center for Education, Imagination 
and the Natural World.

 This gift supports the mission of the Center to bring 
to life a new vision of the relationship between

 the inner life of the child and the beauty, 
wonder and intimacy of the universe.

All proceeds from the cards go directly to the Center.  To make your tax-deductible donation and request 
your cards go to http://www.beholdnature.org/honorcard.php

8 Thomas Berry, “Our Children: Their Future,” in Peggy Whalen-Levitt, ed., Only the Sacred: Transforming Education in 
the Twenty-First Century (Greensboro, NC: The Center for Education, Imagination and the Natural World, 2011), 14-15.
9 Ibid., 15.
10 Ibid., 12.
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An unspoken understanding of  what hovered above us moved through the circle.  I raised my gaze to the sky.  There I 
saw dancing shadows sparkling across the firmament.  At my gasp, the others tilted their heads skyward to join me in 
witnessing this spectacular performance.  I stood in awe.  The silence from my companions and the extraordinary hush 
that fell over the woods indicated to me that the world had somehow changed.

The glow in the sky seemed to be pulling me in, away from my body; I could move and change with the lights.  The colors 
swept, and leapt, and licked the ink-black canvas like the stroke of  a master’s brush.  With the shimmering shades of  
color, it was as if  they announced the coming of  God.

With the wind’s rustling of  leaves my trance was broken.  I returned to my body, my feet on the ground.  I was alone.  
Friends surrounded me but I was alone.  They were still gone, twinkling in the stars, tumbling in the colors, frolicking 
in the wisps of  Aurora Borealis.  Their expressions fixed in amazement.  A haze of  innocence covered their faces; 
children receiving a gift they never imagined they could have.

With the grace from which the lights first appeared they began to fade into infinity, to a place beyond our earthly reach.  
As my friends and I began our descent from the heights of  sensory awareness, a realization set in. Nothing could com-
pare to this moment.  The shimmers proved our vulnerability.  With not even a flinch, they had taken us away with 
such ease and then gently dropped us home again.

We were small.  We were small but essential to the expanse of  the universe. Our presence is undeniable.  Each of  us 
has our place, dependent on one another.  We are each a quivering glimmer, pulsating in the universe and all that moves 
the universe, stirs within us. We are one.11  

* * *

Thomas understood that the realm of  the soul is the place where deep change happens – the place that 
frees us from the limitations of  a literal cause and effect model of  change and expands our possibilities for 
creative action in the world.  And he recognized that our tendencies toward literalism and rationalism, our 
tendencies to bypass questions of  meaning and depth, moving too quickly into action, may very well be part 
of  the problem.

If  he were here with us today and we asked him what he had to say about Climate change, he might very 
well say, as he said in his Foreword to When the Trees Say Nothing:

There is a certain futility in the efforts being made – truly sincere, dedicated, and intelligent efforts 
– to remedy our environmental devastation simply by activating renewable sources of  energy and by 
reducing the deleterious impact of  the industrial world.  The difficulty is that the natural world is 
seen primarily for human use, not as a mode of  sacred presence primarily to be communed with in 
wonder, beauty and intimacy.  In our present attitude the natural world remains a commodity to be 
bought and sold, not a sacred reality to be venerated.  The deep psychic shift needed to withdraw us 
from the fascination of  the industrial world and the deceptive gifts that it gives us is too difficult for 
simply the avoidance of  its difficulties or the attractions of  its benefits.  Eventually, only our sense 
of  the sacred will save us.12 

11  Jael Jaffe in Corie Davis, “Aurora Borealis”, in Peggy Whalen-Levitt, ed., Only the Sacred, 166-168.
12 Thomas Berry, Foreword, in Thomas Merton, When the Trees Say Nothing, ed. Kathleen Diegnan (Notre Dame, IN: 
Sorin Books, 2003), 18-19.

Colette Segalla’s I am You, You are Me grew out of  her joint work in the Center’s Inner Life program and her 
PhD in Clinical Psychology at Pacifica Graduate Institute in California.

      In I am You, You are Me: The Interrelatedness of  
Self, Spirituality and the Natural World in Childhood, Dr. 
Colette Segalla addresses the question of  how spiritu-
ality affects a child’s development of  a sense of  self  
and considers the role of  the natural world in this 
process. I am You, You are Me is both an exploration of  
the interrelationships between self, spirituality, and the 
natural world, and a depiction of  Segalla’s use of  self  
and the unconscious to penetrate the deeper dimen-
sions of  these interrelationships. She uses a traditional 
hermeneutic research method in combination with 
alchemical hermeneutics to incorporate the uncon-
scious during the research process. 

     In her study, Segalla finds that the spiritual life of  
the child is nurtured in communion with the natural 
world. The child’s relationship with the natural world 
and inherent spirituality directly impact the developing 
sense of  self.  The broader significance of  the study 
is that the child’s development of  a spiritual sense of  
self  in relationship with the natural world contributes 
to the reparation of  the dissociation between human 
beings and the earth.

     The findings of  this study suggest that it is in our utmost interest to allow children opportunities to 
develop a spiritual sense of  self  in relationship with the earth. Both children and adults need opportunities to 
connect with the natural world in order for the spiritual self  to emerge in the direction of  human-earth unity. 

     From a methodological perspective, this study implies that in alchemical hermeneutics, depth psychology 
has an effective and reliable method of  conducting research with the explicit participation of  the unconscious 
during the research process. 

Colette Segalla holds a Ph.D. in clinical psychology with emphasis in depth psychology from Pacifica 
Graduate Institute in California and is a practicing therapist in Raleigh, NC.  Before returning to graduate 
school, Colette was an AMI certified Montessori teacher in a lower elementary classroom of  six-to-nine year 
old children.  The works of  Rudolf  Steiner and Maria Montessori have contributed to her Jungian-based 
exploration of  children’s spirituality and how a relationship with the natural world contributes to the child’s 
spiritual development. 
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And, not to diminish pragmatic efforts, he might add, as he did in The Sacred Universe:

Pragmatic efforts at establishing a viable way into the future are urgently needed and invaluable.  They 
are indispensable in any effort to deal with that future.  Even with the change in attitude that I am 
proposing, the details of  implementation will be an essential aspect of  any future program.  I do not 
wish to diminish what is being done.  I wish only to indicate that the basic difficulty lies deeper in the 
human mind and emotions than is generally recognized.13

Knowing that he was in the presence of  religious leaders gathered today, Thomas Berry would speak to 
us of  these deeper levels of  meaning.  While recognizing that a deep psychic shift and pragmatic action must 
go hand in hand, he would offer a cautionary tale.  I can hear him asking, “What is the primary problem, the 
primary difficulty before us?  The primary problem, the primary difficulty, he would say, lies not in our lack of  
capacity for technological innovation and change but rather in a certain poverty of  our inner world in rela-
tionship to the living world around us.

As he says in The Sacred Universe, a “sense of  the sacred requires recovery of  ourselves, a return to the 
depths of  our own being.  We must in some manner,” he says,  “manage the whole existence in terms of  the 
authenticity of  our own deeper self.”14

And I believe he would turn to us, as religious and spiritual leaders, and tell us that we have a particular 
role to play in recovering a sense of  the sacred as the primary loss in the culture today.  He would encourage 
us to stay close to that recognition and consider whether our efforts to address climate change offer oppor-
tunities for a deep transformation of  our souls, a deep connection to a sacred earth and universe, in balance 
with opportunities to play our part in assuring “pure air and water and sunlight and fruitful soil and all those 
living forms that provide the context in which human existence can be properly nurtured.”15

And then, on a most hopeful note, he might end his time with us today by saying, as he did in The Sacred 
Universe:

“As we seek to escape from the wasteland about us, we witness these ancient springs once again 
flowing with cool water capable of  sustaining us on the next phase of  our journey. Contemplative 
traditions are renewed, prayer is again a source of  wisdom, and the healing power of  silence is redis-
covered.  As the need for a more mystical relationship with the Earth becomes more widespread, 
education could become an initiation into a wisdom tradition rather than simply an acquisition of  
factual data.”16

“If  we see the aurora, (the children), hopefully, will see the dawn.”  

13 Thomas Berry, The Sacred Universe, 169.
14 Ibid., 55.
15 Thomas Berry, “Our Children: Their Future” in Only the Sacred, 12.
16 Thomas Berry, The Sacred Universe, 64.

All the Scattered Leaves of  the Universe: Journey and Vision in Dante’s Divine Comedy and the Work of  Thomas Berry 
evolved out of  a series of  classes offered at the Center by Andrew Levitt, drawing upon his years of  teach-
ing Dante at a Waldorf  High School and his immersion in the life and work of  Thomas Berry.

All the Scattered Leaves of  the Universe is a book about 
wisdom and transformation of  the soul for the sake 
of  the world.  It evolved in a four-part series of  pre-
sentations that took place February and March of  
2015 at the Center for Education, Imagination and the 
Natural World in Greensboro, NC.  With only initial 
knowledge that Thomas Berry frequently carried a 
copy of  The Divine Comedy with him and that he recom-
mended to his students that they read Dante before 
engaging his own work, the series set out to explore 
how Dante’s medieval poem might have influenced 
Thomas Berry’s understanding of  the Great Work in 
the Twentieth Century.  How could Dante’s expression 
of  the tensions of  the Medieval World and his vision 
of  a narrowly contained cosmos inform understand-
ing of  the contemporary crisis of  the planet within 
an expanding universe?  As this book makes clear, to 
answer that question it is necessary to listen carefully to 
the dialogue Thomas Berry and Dante held across the 
centuries.  Attention reveals the integral relation of  the 
two, which expands appreciation and understanding 
of  each and demonstrates that together they can guide 
the soul through transformation to communion with 
all Being in service to the world. 

Andrew Levitt holds a BA in English from Yale University and a PhD in Folklore from the University of  
Pennsylvania.  He trained as a mime with Marcel Marceau and with Paul J. Curtis at The American Mime 
Theatre. Andrew performed and taught mime professionally for over thirty years and then helped found the 
high school at the Emerson Waldorf  School in Chapel Hill, NC where he taught Humanities and directed 
theater for seven years.  As Dr. Merryandrew, he currently works as a clown doctor in the Pediatric unit at 
Moses Cone Memorial Hospital. 
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We begin with Clay Lerner’s Opening Forgotten Sanctuaries:  Recognizing Education as Sacred Encounter, a book 
many years in the making.

Opening Forgotten Sanctuaries is ostensibly a book about 
education, but that subject is only the thematic content 
of  a deeper offering.  Woven throughout the book is 
an invitation to recognize the essence of  our human-
ness in our Belonging to Earth.  On the surface, it 
may appear that the author is calling for yet another 
education reform process, but he is really offering 
an understanding of  how, in the cross-generational 
dynamics of  education, we intimately touch the essen-
tial humanness of  our children. Historically, that touch 
has not been a reverent one.

We have seldom paused to consider the holy ground 
of  child-presence before assuming that we know 
how to introduce these sacred beings into a healthy 
life journey.  We have rushed in to control and to 
develop a product, and we have done this in all kinds 
of  schools—public, private, and parochial.  We have 
argued over how this shall be done, what are the best 
methods and organizational arrangements.  And we 
have frequently disagreed over what the product 
should look like—model citizen, accomplished intel-
lect, or embodiment of  religious rectitude.  But hardly ever have we questioned the nature of  this cross-
generational process—the intentionally controlled development of  a human-looking product.

The result has been, from all branches of  schooling, the perpetuation of  human control of  whatever we 
want to manage, including the Natural World.  But what if  the human relationship to the Natural World is 
the very essence of  the sacred?  Then the education of  our young would have to be a sacred process.  We 
would have to touch the essential humanness of  our children very differently than we do now.  What might 
that transformed engagement look like?  What understandings must we come to, what opening of  our own 
forgotten sanctuaries, if  we are to step onto that holy ground from where we are now?

Clay Lerner is a retired educator after 30 years of  engagement with holistic education.  He has a formal 
background in nuclear physics and informal background in religion and philosophy.  He is a longtime sup-
porter of  The Center for Education, Imagination and the Natural World and is currently writing a new book 
entitled Sacrament: A Journey into Humanness.

Publications

Emergence Series

Today, in this crucial moment of history, we are called to recover the inner vision of a society in har-
mony with nature, and the urgency of reciprocity of care between ourselves and our environment.

This newly recognized relationship between us and the surrounding natural world rests on our expe-
rience of its wonder, beauty, and call to intimacy.  In preserving and augmenting these responses, we 
realize, perhaps never before so vividly, that, as the consciousness of that world, we have an indispens-
able role to play.  More than just protection against pollution and extinction of life forms, that role calls 
us, further, to revere Earth as that community of which we are a part, the source of our life and liveli-
hood, and, above all, the primary means of our recognition of and communication with the divine.

The Center for Education, Imagination and the Natural World is dedicated to the recovery of the inner 
vision of a society in harmony with nature.  The Center restores a relationship with the natural world 
based, not on a view of other beings as objects to be used, but as subjects to be communed with in an 
integral and sacred society.

The Center is a perfect context for the continuity of this work with children and the sacred.  It has 
brought joy in the last years of my life, for the children have always been closest to my heart.

~ Thomas Berry, July 2008

       Since the Center’s beginnings in 2000, educators, naturalists, therapists, parents and others with 
children in their care have gathered in listening circles to consider how we might recover the inner 
vision of a society in harmony with nature and explore in co-presence our unique roles and voices in 
creating a reciprocity of care between human beings and the natural world.  In 2011, the Center pub-
lished Only the Sacred:  Transforming Education in the Twenty-first Century, a collection of essays by 27 
educators who have been part of this process.
  
       Now, in 2015, we offer our Emergence Series of publications authored by those close to the Center 
who have carried the work forward in new and promising ways in written form.  In the spirit of a com-
munion of subjects, they have gifted their books to the Center.  All proceeds from book sales will return 
to the Center in support of its work.

Books may be ordered at our publications page at 

http://www.beholdnature.org/publications.php
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We begin with Clay Lerner’s Opening Forgotten Sanctuaries:  Recognizing Education as Sacred Encounter, a book 
many years in the making.

Opening Forgotten Sanctuaries is ostensibly a book about 
education, but that subject is only the thematic content 
of  a deeper offering.  Woven throughout the book is 
an invitation to recognize the essence of  our human-
ness in our Belonging to Earth.  On the surface, it 
may appear that the author is calling for yet another 
education reform process, but he is really offering 
an understanding of  how, in the cross-generational 
dynamics of  education, we intimately touch the essen-
tial humanness of  our children. Historically, that touch 
has not been a reverent one.

We have seldom paused to consider the holy ground 
of  child-presence before assuming that we know 
how to introduce these sacred beings into a healthy 
life journey.  We have rushed in to control and to 
develop a product, and we have done this in all kinds 
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methods and organizational arrangements.  And we 
have frequently disagreed over what the product 
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And, not to diminish pragmatic efforts, he might add, as he did in The Sacred Universe:

Pragmatic efforts at establishing a viable way into the future are urgently needed and invaluable.  They 
are indispensable in any effort to deal with that future.  Even with the change in attitude that I am 
proposing, the details of  implementation will be an essential aspect of  any future program.  I do not 
wish to diminish what is being done.  I wish only to indicate that the basic difficulty lies deeper in the 
human mind and emotions than is generally recognized.13

Knowing that he was in the presence of  religious leaders gathered today, Thomas Berry would speak to 
us of  these deeper levels of  meaning.  While recognizing that a deep psychic shift and pragmatic action must 
go hand in hand, he would offer a cautionary tale.  I can hear him asking, “What is the primary problem, the 
primary difficulty before us?  The primary problem, the primary difficulty, he would say, lies not in our lack of  
capacity for technological innovation and change but rather in a certain poverty of  our inner world in rela-
tionship to the living world around us.

As he says in The Sacred Universe, a “sense of  the sacred requires recovery of  ourselves, a return to the 
depths of  our own being.  We must in some manner,” he says,  “manage the whole existence in terms of  the 
authenticity of  our own deeper self.”14

And I believe he would turn to us, as religious and spiritual leaders, and tell us that we have a particular 
role to play in recovering a sense of  the sacred as the primary loss in the culture today.  He would encourage 
us to stay close to that recognition and consider whether our efforts to address climate change offer oppor-
tunities for a deep transformation of  our souls, a deep connection to a sacred earth and universe, in balance 
with opportunities to play our part in assuring “pure air and water and sunlight and fruitful soil and all those 
living forms that provide the context in which human existence can be properly nurtured.”15

And then, on a most hopeful note, he might end his time with us today by saying, as he did in The Sacred 
Universe:

“As we seek to escape from the wasteland about us, we witness these ancient springs once again 
flowing with cool water capable of  sustaining us on the next phase of  our journey. Contemplative 
traditions are renewed, prayer is again a source of  wisdom, and the healing power of  silence is redis-
covered.  As the need for a more mystical relationship with the Earth becomes more widespread, 
education could become an initiation into a wisdom tradition rather than simply an acquisition of  
factual data.”16

“If  we see the aurora, (the children), hopefully, will see the dawn.”  

13 Thomas Berry, The Sacred Universe, 169.
14 Ibid., 55.
15 Thomas Berry, “Our Children: Their Future” in Only the Sacred, 12.
16 Thomas Berry, The Sacred Universe, 64.

All the Scattered Leaves of  the Universe: Journey and Vision in Dante’s Divine Comedy and the Work of  Thomas Berry 
evolved out of  a series of  classes offered at the Center by Andrew Levitt, drawing upon his years of  teach-
ing Dante at a Waldorf  High School and his immersion in the life and work of  Thomas Berry.

All the Scattered Leaves of  the Universe is a book about 
wisdom and transformation of  the soul for the sake 
of  the world.  It evolved in a four-part series of  pre-
sentations that took place February and March of  
2015 at the Center for Education, Imagination and the 
Natural World in Greensboro, NC.  With only initial 
knowledge that Thomas Berry frequently carried a 
copy of  The Divine Comedy with him and that he recom-
mended to his students that they read Dante before 
engaging his own work, the series set out to explore 
how Dante’s medieval poem might have influenced 
Thomas Berry’s understanding of  the Great Work in 
the Twentieth Century.  How could Dante’s expression 
of  the tensions of  the Medieval World and his vision 
of  a narrowly contained cosmos inform understand-
ing of  the contemporary crisis of  the planet within 
an expanding universe?  As this book makes clear, to 
answer that question it is necessary to listen carefully to 
the dialogue Thomas Berry and Dante held across the 
centuries.  Attention reveals the integral relation of  the 
two, which expands appreciation and understanding 
of  each and demonstrates that together they can guide 
the soul through transformation to communion with 
all Being in service to the world. 

Andrew Levitt holds a BA in English from Yale University and a PhD in Folklore from the University of  
Pennsylvania.  He trained as a mime with Marcel Marceau and with Paul J. Curtis at The American Mime 
Theatre. Andrew performed and taught mime professionally for over thirty years and then helped found the 
high school at the Emerson Waldorf  School in Chapel Hill, NC where he taught Humanities and directed 
theater for seven years.  As Dr. Merryandrew, he currently works as a clown doctor in the Pediatric unit at 
Moses Cone Memorial Hospital. 
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An unspoken understanding of  what hovered above us moved through the circle.  I raised my gaze to the sky.  There I 
saw dancing shadows sparkling across the firmament.  At my gasp, the others tilted their heads skyward to join me in 
witnessing this spectacular performance.  I stood in awe.  The silence from my companions and the extraordinary hush 
that fell over the woods indicated to me that the world had somehow changed.

The glow in the sky seemed to be pulling me in, away from my body; I could move and change with the lights.  The colors 
swept, and leapt, and licked the ink-black canvas like the stroke of  a master’s brush.  With the shimmering shades of  
color, it was as if  they announced the coming of  God.

With the wind’s rustling of  leaves my trance was broken.  I returned to my body, my feet on the ground.  I was alone.  
Friends surrounded me but I was alone.  They were still gone, twinkling in the stars, tumbling in the colors, frolicking 
in the wisps of  Aurora Borealis.  Their expressions fixed in amazement.  A haze of  innocence covered their faces; 
children receiving a gift they never imagined they could have.

With the grace from which the lights first appeared they began to fade into infinity, to a place beyond our earthly reach.  
As my friends and I began our descent from the heights of  sensory awareness, a realization set in. Nothing could com-
pare to this moment.  The shimmers proved our vulnerability.  With not even a flinch, they had taken us away with 
such ease and then gently dropped us home again.

We were small.  We were small but essential to the expanse of  the universe. Our presence is undeniable.  Each of  us 
has our place, dependent on one another.  We are each a quivering glimmer, pulsating in the universe and all that moves 
the universe, stirs within us. We are one.11  

* * *

Thomas understood that the realm of  the soul is the place where deep change happens – the place that 
frees us from the limitations of  a literal cause and effect model of  change and expands our possibilities for 
creative action in the world.  And he recognized that our tendencies toward literalism and rationalism, our 
tendencies to bypass questions of  meaning and depth, moving too quickly into action, may very well be part 
of  the problem.

If  he were here with us today and we asked him what he had to say about Climate change, he might very 
well say, as he said in his Foreword to When the Trees Say Nothing:

There is a certain futility in the efforts being made – truly sincere, dedicated, and intelligent efforts 
– to remedy our environmental devastation simply by activating renewable sources of  energy and by 
reducing the deleterious impact of  the industrial world.  The difficulty is that the natural world is 
seen primarily for human use, not as a mode of  sacred presence primarily to be communed with in 
wonder, beauty and intimacy.  In our present attitude the natural world remains a commodity to be 
bought and sold, not a sacred reality to be venerated.  The deep psychic shift needed to withdraw us 
from the fascination of  the industrial world and the deceptive gifts that it gives us is too difficult for 
simply the avoidance of  its difficulties or the attractions of  its benefits.  Eventually, only our sense 
of  the sacred will save us.12 

11  Jael Jaffe in Corie Davis, “Aurora Borealis”, in Peggy Whalen-Levitt, ed., Only the Sacred, 166-168.
12 Thomas Berry, Foreword, in Thomas Merton, When the Trees Say Nothing, ed. Kathleen Diegnan (Notre Dame, IN: 
Sorin Books, 2003), 18-19.

Colette Segalla’s I am You, You are Me grew out of  her joint work in the Center’s Inner Life program and her 
PhD in Clinical Psychology at Pacifica Graduate Institute in California.

      In I am You, You are Me: The Interrelatedness of  
Self, Spirituality and the Natural World in Childhood, Dr. 
Colette Segalla addresses the question of  how spiritu-
ality affects a child’s development of  a sense of  self  
and considers the role of  the natural world in this 
process. I am You, You are Me is both an exploration of  
the interrelationships between self, spirituality, and the 
natural world, and a depiction of  Segalla’s use of  self  
and the unconscious to penetrate the deeper dimen-
sions of  these interrelationships. She uses a traditional 
hermeneutic research method in combination with 
alchemical hermeneutics to incorporate the uncon-
scious during the research process. 

     In her study, Segalla finds that the spiritual life of  
the child is nurtured in communion with the natural 
world. The child’s relationship with the natural world 
and inherent spirituality directly impact the developing 
sense of  self.  The broader significance of  the study 
is that the child’s development of  a spiritual sense of  
self  in relationship with the natural world contributes 
to the reparation of  the dissociation between human 
beings and the earth.

     The findings of  this study suggest that it is in our utmost interest to allow children opportunities to 
develop a spiritual sense of  self  in relationship with the earth. Both children and adults need opportunities to 
connect with the natural world in order for the spiritual self  to emerge in the direction of  human-earth unity. 

     From a methodological perspective, this study implies that in alchemical hermeneutics, depth psychology 
has an effective and reliable method of  conducting research with the explicit participation of  the unconscious 
during the research process. 

Colette Segalla holds a Ph.D. in clinical psychology with emphasis in depth psychology from Pacifica 
Graduate Institute in California and is a practicing therapist in Raleigh, NC.  Before returning to graduate 
school, Colette was an AMI certified Montessori teacher in a lower elementary classroom of  six-to-nine year 
old children.  The works of  Rudolf  Steiner and Maria Montessori have contributed to her Jungian-based 
exploration of  children’s spirituality and how a relationship with the natural world contributes to the child’s 
spiritual development. 
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toward a stronger emphasis on the glorious phenomena of  the universe about us as modes of  divine 
communication.8

And then he ends the piece with these words:

There is a certain truth in the expression:  “The Dream drives the Action”.  Among the greatest 
contributions we can make to our children is to assist them in their dreams of  a world of  pure air 
and water and sunlight and soil, where the company of  living beings would flourish as this has not 
happened in recent centuries.

As this country has often been the leader in the great industrial-technological experiment that has 
been taking place in these past two centuries and as this country has suffered severely from the dev-
astation consequent on the petrochemical period through which we are passing, so now we might 
well become the leaders in guiding the children of  the world toward this more splendid future that is 
presently in the making.  If  we see the aurora, they, hopefully, will see the dawn.9

What would Thomas Berry say to us about climate change?  He would tell us to assist the children in their 
dreams of  a world of  pure air and water and sunlight and soil – their dreams of  a world where the company 
of  living beings would flourish as this has not happened in recent centuries.  The Dream, he would tell us, 
drives the action and not the other way around.  If  we see the aurora, the children will hopefully see the dawn.

Aurora, we might remember, is the Roman goddess of  dawn, who renews herself  every morning and 
travels across the sky, announcing the arrival of  the sun.  Aurora is also the name for the shifting veils of  
ethereal color that glow in the sunless darkness of  the northern and southern night skies.  

Aurora takes us into the imaginal realm, where Thomas knew we must go if  we are to enter “a new cre-
ative period” for earth flourishing.  A place where our children must go if  they are to “activate…new forms 
of  delight in existence in the great variety of  human activities.”10

Listen to a fifteen-year-old as she goes there and returns:

The crackling fire spread a warm glow over our circle of  friends.  In the distance the cries and laughter of  children’s last 
few minutes of  play reminded me of  the pure joy of  innocence.  As the music of  their play gave way, the orchestra of  
night rose to a steady beat.  Crickets sang.  Frogs peeped.  Owls called.  The gathering dusk enveloped us in a blanket 
of  serenity.  The moon would not rise tonight.  Darkness would be all encompassing.

The reflection of  the fire set our eyes ablaze, providing confirmation that they are indeed windows into our depths.  The 
sense of  our bond became rekindled on that chilled evening.  As the smoke feathered through our hair and clung to our 
clothing, an invisible line was drawn, connecting us to each other.  As our ancestors had been drawn together around 
the fire for its warmth and light, we too gathered with a kinship and an inner flame we shared.

Honor Card

Artist Liz Levitt-Bradley has gifted the Center with a beautiful honor card this year. Each 5x7 card has a 
place for your name and the following message inside:

A gift has been made in your honor to the

Center for Education, Imagination 
and the Natural World.

 This gift supports the mission of the Center to bring 
to life a new vision of the relationship between

 the inner life of the child and the beauty, 
wonder and intimacy of the universe.

All proceeds from the cards go directly to the Center.  To make your tax-deductible donation and request 
your cards go to http://www.beholdnature.org/honorcard.php

8 Thomas Berry, “Our Children: Their Future,” in Peggy Whalen-Levitt, ed., Only the Sacred: Transforming Education in 
the Twenty-First Century (Greensboro, NC: The Center for Education, Imagination and the Natural World, 2011), 14-15.
9 Ibid., 15.
10 Ibid., 12.
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In asking the question, “What would Thomas say,” we begin by invoking Thomas’s voice – a voice, not 
unlike the voice of  Bonaventure “that invites and inspires with a poetic clarity more than (it) declares or 
defines with any demanding certitude.”4

In this way, Thomas, by being who he was and speaking as he did, changed and transformed so many people 
by setting a tone for human consciousness.  He was a beautiful example of  “exemplary cause” – “of  someone…, 
just by being (who he) is, by being an example or model, ‘causes’ other things to happen as a result.”5 

Let us listen again to the voice of  Thomas Berry:

There is now a single issue before us: survival.  Not merely physical survival, but survival in a world 
of  fulfillment, survival in a living world, where the violets bloom in the springtime, where the stars 
shine down in all their mystery, survival in a world of  meaning.6

Here, we listen and we learn from Thomas’ voice how, as religious and spiritual leaders, we might respond 
to Noel Brown’s call to infuse our newfound planetary and global vision with “a genuine sense of  affection, 
optimism and hope.”  

Here, Thomas guides us to imagine a world of  fulfillment, a world of  meaning that goes beyond physical 
survival.  How often do we speak of  survival, of  climate change, in primarily physical terms, in terms of  
statistics and sustainability? Whenever Thomas spoke he was rearranging our imaginal world at its deepest 
level of  meaning.

Richard Rohr, in his book Eager to Love: The Alternative Way of  Francis of  Assisi, says that “mature spiri-
tuality, or wisdom, insists that we hold out for meaning instead of  settling for mere answers.”7 Thomas was 
always taking us there, was always holding out for meaning, was always helping us understand the human-
earth relationship in much larger frames than the literal and scientific frames we tend in our culture to see 
with, think with and act with.

Thomas knew that a vision of  final causes must be part of  our process as spiritual leaders by offering us 
images that are calling to us from the future.  He knew that the creative evolutionary process works through 
these images that pull us forward through attraction and allurement on the deepest level. 

In a beautiful essay entitled “Our Children: Their Future” that our Center published in a collection of  
essays, Only the Sacred, Thomas writes:

Our children need to understand the meaning and grandeur and sacredness of  the earth as revelatory 
of  the deep mysteries and meaning of  the world.  Rather than teaching them to disdain the natural 
world as unworthy of  their concern, it would be most helpful if  our religious traditions would move 

Families of the Forest
April 10, 2016
1:30 pm – 4:30 pm
Place: Timberlake Earth Sanctuary
1501 Rock Creek Dairy Road, Whitsett, NC
Group size: maximum 24 
Cost:  $15 per person 

The ever-accelerating pace of  change is leading families to a hurried existence that separates them from their 
connection to the Earth.  Join us for this family day at the earth sanctuary where we will gather around the fire 
circle, go on a guided earth walk and share our experiences from the day.

Awakening to Nature
9:30 am – 1:30 pm
Place: Timberlake Earth Sanctuary
1501 Rock Creek Dairy Road, Whitsett, NC
Grades K-5, maximum 24 children
Cost:  $250 per class (bring a bag lunch)

The Center’s “Awakening to Nature” programs are intended to foster reverence for the natural world, develop 
the inner capacity to attend to the world around you, and create a deep, personal connection with nature. The 
programs bring the inner lives of  children into a new relationship with the beauty, wonder and intimacy of  
the natural world.

“Awakening to Nature” programs begin in a circle where children are invited to slow down and make themselves 
at home in nature. Guided earth walks follow, led by experienced Earth Guides, with groups of  8 children. 
The small size of  the group and the “beholding” practices of  the Center enable the children to enter into a 
living and loving relationship with the natural world. Throughout the changing seasons, children are invited to 
enter into silence and experience the fullness of  each moment – to take in the sounds, the smells, the feel of  
the air, the colors and movements of  the world around them.

Children then return to the circle where they enjoy a bag lunch together. The day ends with a heartwarming 
circle of  reflection. The rhythm of  the day enables the children to assimilate their experiences and to enter 
into community together as they share what touched them about the day.

We are happy to adapt this program to the differing developmental needs of  children in grades Kindergarten-5.

We especially like to work with schools year after year so that the children can have sustained and meaningful 
connections with the natural world over time. From the returning children who have experienced our program 
over the course of  several years, we have learned how one day spent in our program has lived in their memories 
and in their hearts for a whole year in between visits. They remember the peaceful sounds of  the Native 
American Flute, the relationships with various creatures that they have encountered, the beauty of  nature, and 
our practices, especially our Behold practice. We have also learned how much the children appreciate being in 
an atmosphere of  peace and quiet.

4 Richard Rohr, Eager to Love: The Alternative Way of  Francis of  Assisi (Cincinatti: Franciscan Media, 2014), 172.
5 Rohr, Eager to Love, 248.
6 Thomas Berry, The Sacred Universe: Earth, Spirituality, and Religion in the Twenty-First Century (New York: Columbia Uni-
versity Press, 2009), 172.
7 Rohr, Eager to Love, 247.

Programs for Children and Families
To register or reserve dates for our children’s programs go to

http://www.beholdnature.org/programsforchildren.php
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Clearly, this is a vital and auspicious moment for Humanity to reassert our compassion, care and 
respect for our Earth.  Thanks to the perspective provided from space, we are now able to conceive 
the Planet as a whole – and ourselves as a global species, with a shared inheritance and a common 
responsibility.  We need now, however, to infuse that vision with a genuine sense of  affection, opti-
mism and hope, and to this end, we invite our religious and spiritual leaders to join us in this quest, 
regardless of  the community we represent.

In this connection, we invite you to inspire anew our shared responsibility to care for the soil, water 
and air which sustain life, and the many living creatures which manifest life in all its variety and glory, 
as you speak of  our mutual home – our Earth.2

On the Advisory Board for this collaborative work was Father Thomas Berry of  the Riverdale Center 
for Religious Research.  Thomas mentored the writing of  the Universal Prayer that we will be reading at the 
end of  our time together today.

And so we gather today, some twenty-five years later, on the cusp of  the UN Climate Change Conference 
in Paris in December 2015, to ask, “What would Thomas Berry say to us today?” 

We opened with a reading of  “The North American Continent” to bring the voice of  Thomas Berry into 
the room:

… we come here as pilgrims to this continent
to beg a blessing from its mountains and valleys
and from all their inhabitants.  We beg a blessing
that will heal us of  the responsibility
for what we have done,
a blessing that will give us the guidance
and the healing that we need.

For we can never bring a healing
to this continent until we are first
blessed and first healed by this continent.

To make ourselves worthy of  this blessing
is the task to which we dedicate ourselves
in these opening years of  the 21st century,
that all the children of  Earth
might walk serenely into the future
as a single sacred community.3

Thomas offers us guidance to come as pilgrims, to lower our voices and beg a blessing as we meet 
together today – to beg a blessing from the air that we breathe and from the sky above – a blessing from the 
wind and the rain, from the parched land and the flooded valleys. 

Empathetic Listening
9:30 am – 1:30 pm
Place:  Timberlake Earth Sanctuary
1501 Rock Creek Dairy Road, Whitsett, NC
Grades 4-8 (maximum 24 children)
Cost:  $250 per class ( bring a bag lunch)

Our children live in a fast-paced, competitive and high-tech world, in a culture where continuous partial attention 
and multi-tasking are becoming the norm. Are we losing our ability to truly listen to each other? Do we carry 
an attitude of  respect that allows us to listen to the meaning and feeling that come through another’s words?

The “Empathetic Listening” program engages children in a practice of  deep listening to each other and to the 
natural world.  The program begins with an introduction to empathetic listening, a way of  listening that cre-
ates mutual understanding, trust and respect. Can we learn to listen without judgement? Can we listen without 
interrupting? Can we reflect back what we think we have heard? Can we sense the feelings behind the words? 
These are some of  the practices that children have an opportunity to explore together in pre-selected pairs.

During the second half  of  the program, the children are invited to listen deeply to the natural world during a 
solo writing time in their own special sit spot within a beautiful earth sanctuary. They are invited to become 
still, to deeply notice the place where they are sitting. What makes this particular landscape special and 
unique? What are you hearing in your special place? What might nature reveal to you? In the rare experience 
of  silence, a voice begins to emerge, their own, inspired by the wonders of  nature.

Our highly experienced staff  members carry an attitude of  deep respect for all life. We seek always to embody 
new ways of  listening to nature and to each other, ways that are respectful, reverential and relational.

The Poetry of Nature
9:30 am – 1:30 pm
Place: Timberlake Earth Sanctuary
1501 Rock Creek Dairy Road, Whitsett, NC
Grades 6 – 12 (maximum 24 children)
Cost:  $250 per class (bring a bag lunch)

“Whoever you are, no matter how lonely, the world offers itself  to your imagination, calls to you like the 
wild geese, harsh and exciting – over and over announcing your place in the family of  things.”    

~ Mary Oliver

Poetry is a language of  deep seeing that reveals dimensions of  the world inaccessible to discursive thought, 
and so it is to poetry that we turn for our programs for middle school and high school students. Our Poetry 
of  Nature program is a passage through three landscapes in the natural world where students listen to a poem, 
are asked to be fully present to the place, the moment and the feelings and images that arise within them. At 
each site, students are invited to find a solo spot, enter into a practice of  presence, and record their inner ex-
periences through guided writing practices. The poems and landscapes are carefully chosen to resonate with 
one another. The day culminates in a poetry reading after lunch where each contribution is deeply connected 
to the student’s experience in nature and to his/her inner life. The students read poems, ask questions, and 
share reflections on the day and on their sense of  belonging to the natural world. This program taps a deep 
wellspring within young adults that rarely is accessed at school.

2 Noel Brown, Opening Letter, Only One Earth.
3 excerpt from Thomas Berry, “The North American Continent,” unpublished poem.
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“If We See the Aurora, 
the Children, Hopefully, Will See the Dawn”

(The following talk was given by Center Director, Peggy Whalen-Levitt, to a joint gathering of  religious leaders from 
Environmental Stewardship Greensboro and North Carolina Interfaith Power and Light on November 8, 2015 at Haw River 
State Park in Brown’s Summit, NC.  As a recipient of  the Greensboro Public Library’s Thomas Berry Award in 2007, the 
Center, along with other recipients, was invited to share thoughts on the question, “What would Thomas Berry say to the World 
Climate Summit in Paris?”)

We gather together today in the same spirit with which the Peruvian Secretary General of  the UN, Javier 
Pérez de Cuéllar, called together the spiritual community of  the earth in 1990:

In his address to the world’s scientists, politicians and spiritual leaders at the Global Forum (in 1990) 
he (dramatized) the urgency of  (the earth) situation when he called for fundamental changes in soci-
etal attitudes.  In his words, ‘For that change, we need to draw, not only upon the intellectual, but also 
the spiritual resources of  the world community.’1

Heeding that call, Noel Brown, Director of  the UN Environment Programme, convened the spiritual 
leaders of  the world to create the first Environmental Sabbath at the UN.  As they worked together they cre-
ated a small booklet called Only One Earth, which included a Universal Prayer co-created by NGOs represent-
ing the wisdom traditions of  the world.  In his opening letter for that booklet, Noel Brown wrote:

1 Noel Brown, Opening Letter, Only One Earth (NY: UN Environment Programme, 1990).

Thomas Berry Summer Programs for Children
June 23-26, 2016:  Ages 10-14
9:30 am – 3:00 pm
Place: Timberlake Earth Sanctuary
1501 Rock Creek Dairy Road, Whitsett, NC
Group size:  12
Cost:  $250 per child

Inspired by the vision of  Thomas Berry, our summer programs for children provide a unique opportunity for 
a small group of  12 children to make a deep personal connection to the natural world within the meadows, 
creeks, gardens and forests of  a 165-acre earth sanctuary. Earth walks and creek walking are daily sources of  
joy and inspiration.  Within the peace and beauty of  Timberlake Earth Sanctuary, new eyes and ears awaken as 
the children create expressions out of  their experiences with the earth.  Clay, papermaking, nature journaling 
and Native American flute are some of  the eco-contemplative arts that enliven the rhythm of  our days.

Led by:

Director of  Children’s Programs, Sandy Bisdee, completed her Association Montessori International (AMI) 
Teaching Certificate in 1979. A born naturalist and Native American flute player, Sandy has developed the 
Center’s eco-contemplative practices for children since 2005. She completed her certification in the North 
Carolina Environmental Education Certification Program in 2009. Sandy brings to her work a lifetime of  
loving children and of  loving the earth and of  finding ways to bring the two together!

Marnie Weigel is an eco-contemplative artist who enjoys knitting, making pottery, journals, and jewelry. Her 
creations are inspired by her reflections in silence and beholding in the natural world. She received a BA in 
Environmental Studies from Warren Wilson College in the beautiful Swannanoa Valley in Western, North 
Carolina in 1995 and an AAS in Professional Crafts: Clay from Haywood Community College in 2000.  She 
has recently collaborated with YoungDoo Carey on a year long project, moon & ocean, that can be viewed 
on their website moonocean.bigcartel.com.

`We are touched by what we touch, shaped by what we shape,
enhanced by what we enhance.”

~Thomas Berry
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of  the world as a sacred and living whole, and to reclaim a consciousness that is centered in that under-
standing.  Only if  we redeem the problem at the root can we hope to heal and come back into balance with 
our environment.2 

Ours is a “root” work that cultivates a relationship between children, educators and the earth as a living 
whole–a work deeply devoted to restoring the balance that is so urgently needed in our time.

Since the Center’s beginnings in 2000, educators, naturalists, therapists, parents and others with children in 
their care have gathered in listening circles to consider how we might recover the inner vision of  a society in har-
mony with nature and explore in co-presence our unique roles and voices in creating a reciprocity of  care between 
human beings and the natural world.  In 2011, the Center published Only the Sacred:  Transforming Education in the 
Twenty-first Century, a collection of  essays by 27 educators who have been part of  this process. 
 

This fall, the process deepens as we announce our new Emergence Series of  publications, authored by gradu-
ates of  the Center’s Inner Life of  the Child in Nature program:

 Opening Forgotten Sanctuaries:  Recognizing Education as Sacred Encounter by Clay Lerner

 I am You, You are Me: The Interrelationship of  Self, Spirituality and the Natural World in
                   Childhood by Colette Segalla.

 All the Scattered Leaves of  the Universe:  Journey and Vision in Dante’s Divine Comedy and the
                   Work of  Thomas Berry by Andrew Levitt.

Each is a deep and profound offering to the conversation that has been forming through the Inner Life of  the 
Child in Nature program for the past ten years.  You will sense this depth as you read descriptions of  the books 
in this issue of  Chrysalis, pp. 12-14.

Also in the issue is a talk I was privileged to give to a joint gathering of  religious leaders from Environmental 
Stewardship Greensboro and North Carolina Interfaith Power and Light on November 8, 2015.  As a recipient of  
the Greensboro Public Library’s Thomas Berry Award in 2007, the Center, along with other recipients, was invited 
to share thoughts on the question, “What would Thomas Berry say to the World Climate Summit in Paris?”

You will find within these pages a new program for adults, “Presence to Living Earth,” and a new program 
for children, “Empathetic Listening,” alongside our signature programs for children.  And, on page 14, this year’s 
beautiful honor card.

May this season of  beauty fill your heart with joy and wonder.

In Peace,

Peggy Whalen-Levitt,
Director

2 Llewellyn Vaughn-Lee, Spiritual Ecology (Point Reyes, CA: The Golden Sufi Center, 2013), 246.

Programs for Adults

Presence to Living Earth 

“We still have little understanding of  the spiritual dimension within the natural world, or how our indi-
vidual soul relates to the larger dimension of  the world soul (what the ancients called the anima mundi)… 
Instead we are caught within a contemporary consciousness that focuses on the individual self, no lon-
ger even aware of  our deep bond to the sacred within creation.”1

~ Llewellyn Vaughan-Lee

Please join us for a contemplative experience of  the cycle of  the year through a series of  seasonal retreats that 
offer an opportunity to step beyond the confinement of  the contemporary individual self  into an awareness of  
our deep bond to the sacred within creation.

Each of  our retreats creates an opening to the inner quality of  what we see and hear in the temporal rhythms of  
the year.  Through contemplative participation in the yearly cycle, an awareness of  the inner reality of  the seasons 
arises within us and can be brought to expression through the eco-contemplative arts.

Presence to Living Earth in Winter
With Marnie Weigel and Andrew Levitt

Date:   Saturday, January 9, 2016
Time:  10:00 am – 3:00 pm

Place:  The Treehouse, Timberlake Earth Sanctuary
1501 Rock Creek Dairy Rd.

Whitsett, NC 27377
Cost: $75 (includes lunch and materials)

“As the cold weather closes in, so the soul is led to more reflective depths.”
~ Caitlin Matthews

The winter months are a time to turn inward and listen, from the depths of  the soul, for what resonates with 
the inner activity of  Earth. Eco-contemplative experiences can open us to the inner qualities of  this season 
of  inbreath and descent.

1 Llewellyn Vaughan-Lee, Spiritual Ecology: The Cry of  the Earth (Point Reyes, CA: The Golden Sufi Center, 2013), 143.
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I wish that my readers could see what I have seen 
and feel what I have felt at the end of  each day. It 
is an evolution of  an inner and outer journey and of  
meeting oneself  and the world.   It is hard to put into 
words the sights of  loving interactions and communion 
with earth, the profound moments of  rare silence, the 
peaceful countenances of  the children’s faces while in 
quiet contemplation, exuberance in the fresh air, the 
spaciousness of  each moment and the freed imagina-
tions that we experience every day in the presence of  
these children. 

Thomas Berry once said that “we have gone 
stark raving mad” in our dissociations and disloca-
tions from Earth, our common home.  And now, 
even in our dictionaries for children, we perpetuate 
this madness and substitute words for a living con-
nection to earth with words for a technological con-
nection to virtual reality for the children.

Our eco-contemplative practices for children and 
for adults with children in their care are, we are told, 
a rare gift to the world, not often found elsewhere.  
Experiences of  communion and deep connection to 
the earth and universe are not easily measured, cannot 
be tested, and don’t readily find a place in the checklist 
of  educational skills and standards.  They fall outside 
the box of  an educational system oriented to prepar-
ing children for the marketplace.

They are, however, for those with eyes to see and 
ears to hear, preparing children for a deep sense of  
belonging to a sacred earth community.  They are 
connecting children to Source and inviting children 
to take their place in a living world-creative process.  
They are providing touchstones for the children of  
what is whole and worthwhile in life.  They are put-
ting children in touch with what is REAL as opposed 
to what is virtual, thereby activating the core of  moral 
imagination that lives deeply within every child. 

Llewellyn Vaughn-Lee, in his book Spiritual 
Ecology: The Cry of  the Earth, captures the urgency of  
this work we are doing with the children:

As the world grows more and more out of  bal-
ance, we urgently need to regain a relationship 
with the planet based upon the understanding 
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We invite you to join us for an eco-contemplative experience of  the earth in Winter.  Our day will open with a poetry 
reading and then move into solo time on Timberlake trails – time for beholding, time for coming into attunement 
with the inner qualities of  Winter. Hot soup, bread and salad will be ready for you at noon.  After lunch, we will make 
wisdom journals inspired by our morning earth walks.  Our day ends by revisiting the poet’s song.

Presence to Living Earth in Spring
With Andrew Levitt

Date:   Sunday, April 24, 2016
Time:  2:00 pm – 5:00 pm

Place:  The Treehouse, Timberlake Earth Sanctuary
1501 Rock Creek Dairy Rd.

Whitsett, NC 27377
Cost: $50

“My worship is a blue sky and ten thousand crickets in the deep wet hay of  the field.  
My vow is the silence under their song.”

~Thomas Merton

After the inbreathing of  the earth in Winter, our souls expand with the outbreathing of  the earth in Spring.  Eco-
contemplative experiences can open us to the inner qualities of  this season of  outbreath and awakening.  

We invite you to join us for an eco-contemplative experience of  earth in Spring.  Our day will open with a poetry 
reading and then move into solo time on Timberlake trails – time for beholding, time for coming into attunement 
with the inner qualities of  Spring, time to write our own poetry of  nature.  A poem can be a prayer, a song, a medita-
tion, a question, a description, a laugh, a cry, a rant, a sigh.  It is always a gesture to and of  the world.  We invite you 
to stay awake in your senses and be as present as you can be until the words enter from a deeper way of  listening.  
At day’s end, we’ll return to the Treehouse for light refreshments and sharing our poems around the circle.

Marnie Weigel is an eco-contemplative artist who enjoys knitting, making pottery, journals, and jewelry. She has 
recently collaborated with YoungDoo Carey on a year long project, moon & ocean, that can be viewed on their 
website moonocean.bigcartel.com.

Andrew Levitt is a nature poet, performance artist and author of  All the Scattered Leaves of  the Universe:  Journey 
and Vision in Dante’s Divine Comedy and the Work of  Thomas Berry. 

To register for Presence to Living Earth, go to http://www.beholdnature.org/livingearth.php
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Dear Reader,

Last spring, I came across an article in Orion magazine by Robert MacFarlane that evoked deep sadness and a 
felt sense of  loss.  He refers to the new edition of  the Oxford Junior Dictionary, published in 2007:

A sharp-eyed reader noticed that there had been a culling of  words concerning nature. Under pressure, 
Oxford University Press revealed a list of  the entries it no longer felt to be relevant to a modern-day 
childhood. The deletions included acorn, adder, ash, beech, bluebell, buttercup, catkin, conker, cowslip, cygnet, dan-
delion, fern, hazel, heather, heron, ivy, kingfisher, lark, mistletoe, nectar, newt, otter, pasture, and willow. The words 
introduced to the new edition included attachment, block-graph, blog, broadband, bullet-point, celebrity, chatroom, 
committee, cut-and-paste, MP3 player, and voice-mail.1

Here, before our very eyes, we see the “soul loss” that Thomas Berry spoke of  as the human child becomes 
increasingly deprived of  a bond of  intimacy with the natural world.   As we have watched the children come 
toward us over the years, we see this deprivation firsthand.  We also see the restorative effects of  our eco-contem-
plative ways of  bringing the children into relationship with a world of  wonder, beauty and intimacy.  

Reflecting on our work with the children from Title I schools, our Director of  Children’s Programs, Sandy 
Bisdee, wrote:

During the earth walks the children often behave as if  they have entered a brand new world where every little thing is 
mysterious and possible.  It is clear that they have entered unfamiliar territory.  Most of  them do not know what an acorn 
is. Crumpled brown leaves are beautiful beyond measure.  Our eco-contemplative practices slowly open their senses to the 
beautiful world engulfing them.  

Walking barefoot on the soft green moss, beholding a special leaf, showing their partner something beautiful without using 
words, and listening to the sounds of  nature with eyes closed slowly peel away the layers of  angst, apathy and barriers that 
have prevented them from enjoying nature and replace them with the wonder of  a living universe.

Please consider becoming a Friend of the Center by making a donation today.  All Friends of the Center receive 
two issues of our newsletter, Chrysalis, per year.  To donate online, go to our website at www.beholdnature.org or 
send your check, payable to CEINW, to:

CEINW
P. O. Box 41108
Greensboro, NC  27404

We deeply appreciate your support of our work!
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